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Honorable Douglas H. Shulman
Commissioner

Room 3000 IR

Internal Revenue Service

1111 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20224

Dear Commissioner Shulman:

I am writing in regards to an Internal Revenue Service document sent to the Waco Tea Party
dated February 1, 2012. The document is a request for more information relative to the Waco
Tea Party’s 2010 application for exemption.

In July 2010 the treasurer of the Waco Tea Party, which is located in my Congressional District,
filed the necessary paperwork to apply for 501(c)(4) status with the IRS. The treasurer sent the
necessary paperwork and the fee of $850 to the IRS and filed form 990. Shortly thereafter, the
Waco Tea Party received a letter from the IRS stating that they had received the application, and
that the Waco Tea Party would be sent a follow-up letter that would state whether they had been
approved or denied, or if additional information was required.

While the Waco Tea Party’s status has since been “pending”, they have filed form 990 each year,
as instructed by the IRS. On February 7, 2012, The Waco Tea Party received a letter from the
IRS requesting more information concerning the party’s 501(c)(4) status. While much of the
information the IRS is requesting is reasonable, some of the questioning is worded overly
ambiguously or so onerously that it would be financially impossible to comply, especially given
the 23 day response due date.

Given this circumstance of ambiguous questioning, subjective answers, a short turnaround time,
and prolonged timing, I am requesting answers to the following questions:

¢  Why has the IRS taken 20 months to review this exemption application, yet the Waco
Tea Party has only 23 days to answer?

¢ What specific reason is there for this delay and subsequent 23 day response time? What is
the average turnaround time for the IRS to approve exemption applications?

e Many of the questions that were sent to the Waco Tea Party seem onerous and subjective.
Does the IRS have standard procedures or forms it uses to request additional information
from applicants seeking tax exempt status? Please provide any forms and related
materials used.
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e Are these questions asked of all 501(c)(4) applicants?
¢ Are these questions in the tax code or regulations? Please cite where in the code or
regulations each of these 20 questions can be found.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. [ look forward to your response.

Very respectfully yours,

B Dt

Bill Fiores
Member of Congress
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internal Revinue Service Department of the Treasury

Cincinnati, OH 45201

Date: February 1, 2012 |
Employer [dentification Number:

Person to/Contact — Group #:

Waco Tea Party
PO Box 5231 |
Waco, TX 76708
Contact Telephone Numbers:
Phone
Fax I
Response Due Date:
February|23, 2012 |
Dear Sir or Madam:
We need more information before we [can complete our considéeration of your application for.
ation requested on the enclosed Information Reqyest by

exemption. Please provide the info
the response| due date shown above. Your response must be signed by an authorized person or

an officer whose name is listed on your application. Also, the information you submit should be
accompanied by the following declaration:

Under pepalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this information, includinigr
accompanying documents, and, tothe best of my knowledgé and belief, the

informatipn contains all the relevant facts relating to the request for the information|
and such ffacts are true, correct, and complete.

and the information that you submit in| response to this letter available for public inspection.
sn't include unnecessary personal identifying infarmation,
Cial Security numbers, that could resuit in identity theft or

other adverse consequences if publicly disclosed. If you have any questions about the fublic

inspection of|your application or otherjdocuments, please call the person whose name and
|

If we approve your application for exemption, we will be required by law to make the a%:ﬁcation

To facilitate grocessing of your applicgtion, please attach a copy of this letter and the enclosed
Application Identification Sheet to your response and all correspondence related to yourt
application. This will enable us to quickly and accurately associate the additional documents
with your case file. Also, please note the following important response submission infofmation:

. Please [don’t fax and mail your response. Faxing and mailing your response wilJ result in
unnecessary delays in processing your application.r]Each piece of correspondence
submitth (whether fax or mail) must be processed, assigned, and reviewed by an EO

Determjnations specialist.

. Please [don’t fax your response| multiple times. Faxing \your response muitiple times will
delay the processing of your application for the reasons noted above.
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e . Please [don't call to verify reteipt of your response
processing time. It takes a minimum of three workdays

response from the day it is received.

without allowing for jldequate
to process your faxed ar maifed

i
If we don’t hear from you by the response due date shown abo
want us to copsider your application for exemption and will clo
Internal Revenue Service will treat you as a taxable entity. [f

the response|due date, we may ask you to send us a new application.

ve, we will assume you ro longer
e your case. As aresuli the
receive the information after

If you have any questions, please confact the person whose name+and telephone numbler are

shown in the Peading of this letter.
! | Sin

Enclosure; Imformation Request
Application identification Sheet

1"
Ex!mpt Organizations Spedcialist

cerely yours,

O N—

Letter 1312 (Re\i'. 05-2011)




Additional Information Requested:

40. Li

1.

12.

- You provided a copy of your Articles of Incorporation that does not exhibit the State

Please provide copies of your curient web pages, inciudin your Blog posts, Please provide
copies ofjall of your newsletters, bulletins, flyers, newslettels or any other media or [iterature
you have|disseminated to your members or others. Please provide copies of stories and

articles that have been published about you.
Provide copies of the pages of your social networking sites

agency's date stamp. Please provide a copy exhibiting the date stamp.

Provide an updated roster of your Board and officers.

Provide ypur actual revenues and jexpenditures for 2010 and 2011, and a projection of your
2012 revenues and expenditures. Please be very explicit about your expenditures.

Provide copies of the action items |you have sent to members and others by email or
otherwise.
Provide copies of the agendas ang minutes of any Board meetings and, if applicabk
memberspip meetings, in which electoral issues were discyssed or to which candidates for
political office were invited.
Have you| expressly endorsed or oppose candidates for public office or slates of candidates
at public events, on your website, on your radio show or Yau Tube page, in your literature
or in any other forum? Do you plan) to do so in the current glection cycie? If so, provide a list
of candidates for political office yol have expressly endorsed or opposed, and describe the
occasion pn which you made each endorsement.

Describe in detail any financial or other support you have given to candidates, slates of
candidates, or political parties, or which you plan to give in the current election cycle.

mmunity events, including rallies, you organized or took part in in the past, or plan
or participate in during|the current election cycle. What are the dates on which

they took place or will take place?

c. If you permitted a candidate qua candidate to address the participants in any levent,
explain in detail.

List the dates of the radio shows irf which candidates for politicat office were invited or in
which candidates as candidates were mentioned by name. Please provide transcripts of the
pertinent parts of those shows.

Submit copies of any candidate questionnaires you submit fo candidates. How do
communigate the resuits of the quastionnaires to the electofate? Provide copies of tIJtese
communications.

Do you pile voter guides or distribute voter guides, either your own or those provided by
others? Rrovide copies

political office. State the dates on which you disseminated these documents, and thr: ugh

Provide cgpies of any documents you disseminate that rate(incumbenis or all candidFtes for
which media.
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156. Do any issue-related advocacy communications compare 1o the positions of candidates or
slates of candidates on these issues with your positions? Provide copies of these
tions. What percentag[ do these constitute of your issue-related advocacy

16. Do you encourage eligible voters to educate themselves, register to vote, and vote?,
lain in detail how you do this. For example, do you conduct voter registration or

b. Inthe course of conductingthese activities do your members or volunteers uige the

c. If not, describe how you ensure that these activities are conducted in a strictly non-
17. Do you hgve a close relationship with any candidate for public office or political party? If so
18. Provide copies of any agreements|you have with others forjprovision of goods or sefvices,

facilities or other coopeTtive arrangements, or apything else.
19. What percentage of your time is devoted to each of the follawing? What percentage of your

a. Member events in which electoral issues, including the qualifications of candidates or
slgtes of candidates are also discussed.

b. Organization/participation ir} public events. Within this category, what percenta ge
inyolved some kind of interTention in the political prgcess, including, but not
exclusively, express or implicit endorsement or oppasition to candidates or skates of

candidates.

c. Express endorsements of candidates through press releases, advertising, member
communications, radio shows, or other media.

ncial or other support to candidates, slates of candidates, or political partjes.

e. Voter education and engagement activities which tend to support or oppose specifig
candidates or slates of candidates.

f. Issue-related advocacy co munications. Within this tegory, what percentage
include comparisons of the positions of candidates gr slates of candidates on these
issues with your positions?

g. Co' pilation and distribution of candidate questionnaires, voter guides, incumpent or
candidate ratings, and so farth.

h. Member events in which only legislative issues are discussed,
i. Nonpartisan voter educatior or engagement activities.

j.  Fundraising.
k. ijsite maintenance.
[. Other administrative, includiLg officer travel and participation in conferences.

m. Gﬂ?er - please describe fully.




# | {
20. Apart from your responses to the preceding, estimate the percentage of your time and what
of your resources you will devote to activities il the 2012 election cycle, in which

percenta
you will explicitly or impiicitly suppr:»rt or oppose a candidate, candidates or slates of
candidates, for public office. :

' PLEASE DIRECT ALL ICORRESPONDENCE REGARDING YOUR CASE TO:

Farvice:

| US Mail: ' Street Address for Delivery

| Internal Revenue Sew%ce

Exempt Organizations
!llncinnati, EH 45201

|
|
[




